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1 Introduction 

1.1 Purpose of document 

1.1.1 This addendum to the Funding Statement (APP-021) (“this Statement”) relates 

to a proposal made by Highways England (the "Applicant") to request a 
change to the application made for a Development Consent Order for the 
A303 Sparkford to Ilchester Dualling Scheme (the "Scheme") (PINs ref 

TR010036) which would include the addition of new plots to the area affected 
by powers of compulsory acquisition. This addendum explain how the costs of 
compulsory acquisition of the new land would be funded by the Applicant as 
required by the Infrastructure Planning (Compulsory Acquisition) Regulations 

2010. The purpose of this document is to demonstrate that the Scheme is 
adequately funded and therefore that funding is no impediment to the delivery 
of the Scheme or the payment of compensation to persons affected by 
compulsory acquisition, temporary possession, or a blight claim. 

1.1.2 The purpose of this document is to demonstrate that the proposal to add new 
land to the Scheme is adequately funded and therefore that funding is 
noimpediment to the delivery of the Scheme or the payment of compensation 
to persons affected by compulsory acquisition, temporary possession, or a 

blight claim. This Statement is required due to the fact that the DCO would 
authorise the compulsory acquisition of land, interests in land or rights over 
land. This leads to the requirement under Regulation 5(2)(h) for a statement 
indicating how the implementation of these powers in the DCO would be 

funded. 

1.1.3 As this Statement is part of the application documents it should be read 
alongside, and is informed by, the other application documents; in particular, 
the Funding Statement (APP-021), the Statement of Reasons (APP-020), 

which is also included in the application to comply with the requirements of 
Regulation 5(2)(h). 
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2 Purpose of the addendum 

2.1 The updated scheme 

2.1.1 Highways England proposes to make changes to the areas of land subject to 
powers of compulsory acquisition.  

2.1.2 The Applicant proposes to request the following changes to the DCO:  

• An amendment to the layout, siting and size of the main construction 
compound which requires additional land to be added to the land affected 

by the DCO and which would allow the removal of some of the land 
currently affected. 

• A change to proposed accommodation works to ensure suitable access to 
Blackwell Farm is maintained which requires additional land to be added 

to the land affected by the DCO. 

• A revision to the Book of Reference to clarify the interests of Hazlegrove 
School which would be affected by the compulsory acquisition powers 
sought under the DCO. This change does not affect the area of land 

affected but amends the category of interests held to correctly note the 
access rights held by Hazlegrove School which would be interfered with 
by the DCO. 

• An amendment to the shape of Plot 7/8b shown on Sheet 7 of the Land 

Plans [AS-004] to ensure its southern extent aligns fully with the northern 
verge of Gason Lane. This would require additional land to be added to 
the land affected by the DCO. 

• Amendments to plots 5/13b and 7/1b to remove some of the affected land 

which is no longer required for a secondary construction compound due 
to the larger size of the new main compound. 

2.1.3 The land required for these changes is: 

• The addition of 98,589 square metres of agricultural land lying to the south 

of the A303, and the north of the B3151 and marked as plot 2/5e on the 
map; 

• The removal of 47,095 square metres  of agricultural land lying to the south 
of the A303, and the north of the B3151 previously forming part of plot 

2/5b, which lies to immediate east of the land shown as plot 2/5e on the 
map and to the south of the remaining section of plot 2/5b. 

• The addition of 580 square metres of land forming [highway verge, 
boundary fencing and hedgerow] at the junction of Blackwell Road and 

Traits Lane, and marked as plots 7/1d, 7/1e, and 7/7e on the map. 

• The removal of 2026 square metres of agricultural land lying to the south 
of the A303, north of Blackwell Road and east of Traits Lane, previously 
forming plot 7/7b. 

• The increase in size of Plot 7/8b from 206 square metres to 209 square 
metres. 
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• The removal of 21,795.74 square metres of agricultural land lying to the 
south of the A303 from plot 7/1b.  

• The removal of 14,909.02 square metres of agricultural land lying to the 
south of the A303 from plot 5/13b. 

2.2 Sources of Funding 

2.2.1 The funding sources for this additional land is unchanged to those described 
within the Funding Statement (APP-021).  

2.2.2 Highways England is a government owned company and is responsible for 
operating, maintaining and improving the strategic road network in England. 
These responsibilities include the acquisition, management and disposal of 
land and property in relation to strategic road network improvement projects, 

together with the payment of compensation related to these activities. 
Highways England is responsible for delivering the major projects in the Road 
Investment Strategy (RIS).  

2.2.3 The funding commitment was reiterated in the Highways England Delivery 

Plan 2015- 2020 which was published in March 2015 and subsequent delivery 
plans 2016-2017 and 2017-2018. Extracts of the Delivery Plans can be found 
in appendices B, C and D. 

2.2.4 The Government and Highways England commitments as set out above 

demonstrate that the Scheme will be fully funded by the Department for 
Transport and consequently the Scheme is not dependant on funding 
contributions from other parties. 
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3 Blight  

3.1.1 Blight is the depressing effect on property value of certain public sector 
actions and decisions. In the context of DCOs it is the diminution of a 
property's value due to proposals which imply compulsory acquisition of the 

property will take place in the future. The owner of land which is threatened 
with compulsory acquisition will not be able to sell that property for its full 
value on the open market. 

3.1.2 A long period can elapse between the announcement of development 

proposals requiring compulsory acquisition and the final acquisition of the 
required land. During that period affected owners are able to use their land but 
the marketability of it and the value they could receive on sale is reduced. This 
will negatively affect owners who may wish to sell during the period before 

compulsory acquisition is finalised as their property value is lowered but they 
are not yet eligible for compensation. In such cases (and subject to conditions) 
such owners can serve a “blight notice” requiring Highways England as  
acquiring authority to purchase the property ahead of the proposed 

compulsory acquisition. 

3.1.3 A blight notice can only be served in respect of the blighted land, in this case 
the land included in compulsory acquisition provisions of the DCO, not other 
land which may also be depreciated by scheme. A blight notice will however 

include all of an owner’s interest in the land, even where that land interest is 
larger than the part of the property affected by compulsory acquisition. To date 
no blight notices have been served in respect of the Scheme. 

3.1.4 Should any future claims for blight arise as a consequence of the proposed 

compulsory acquisition of land, or rights in land, affected by the Scheme, the 
costs of meeting any valid claim will be met by Highways England. 
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Appendices  

 Appendix A - Extract from Road Investment Strategy: Overview, 
Department for Transport, December 2014 

 Appendix B - Extract from Road Investment Strategy: Overview, 

Department for Transport, December 2014 

 Appendix C - Extract from Highways England Delivery Plan 2017-2018, 
Department for Transport, October 2017 

 Appendix D - Extract from Highways England Delivery Plan 2016-2017, 

Department for Transport, July 2016 

 Appendix E - Extract from Highways England Delivery Plan 2015-2020, 
Department for Transport, March 2015 
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Appendix A – Extract from Road Investment Strategy: Overview, 
Department for Transport, December 2014 
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Appendix B – Extract from Road Investment Strategy: Overview, 
Department for Transport, December 2014 
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Appendix C – Extract from Highways England Delivery Plan 2017-
2018, Highways England, October 2017 
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Appendix D – Extract from Highways England Delivery Plan 2016-
2017, Highways England, July 2016 
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Appendix E – Extract from Highways England Delivery Plan 2015-
2020, Highways England, March 2015 
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